
40 SOUTHERN THE LAND | Thursday, April 22, 2010
● ● ● ●

IT’S a mixed farming operation
that just became a touch more
lucrative for Holbrook farmer,

Tim Trescowthick.
Joined by his brother, Peter, they

put their heads together and decided
to modify their new Baldan single
disk drill, by attaching an Aricks
Wheel Residue Manager – and it was
an Australian first, to boot.

Usually attached to a John Deere
machine, Mr Trescowthick noticed
the Aricks Wheel at a recent field day
and thought it wasn’t a bad idea.

So he called the team at BPR
Engineering in Corowa, and organ-
ised for the job to be done.

The Baldan was only about one year
old when the wheel was attached at
the start of this year, and he said the
results were well worth the task of
modifying.

The wheel was attached in front of
the discs and rolls along in front, to
assist the seed to make it into the
ground without getting lost.

Mr Trescowthick said the first crop
of barley and triticale had come up
thicker, and more even.

He plans to use the modified
machine, on his own property and
his brother’s farm, “Koombahla”, so
all up it will sow about 500 hectares
of cereals and oilseeds.

“Although there is a little more dis-
turbance to the soil with the wheel,
we don’t plan on burning any stubble
this year because we are able to work

through it,” Mr Trescowthick said.
He said another plus was the “seed

to soil contact”, which provided a
better chance of germination.

It was a clear choice for Mr
Trescowthick, who said the no-till
approach to farming had always been
at the forefront of his mind.

He said looking after his soil was
very important to him.

The original machine was pur-
chased when they felt the time was

right, knowing it would be modified
to what they wanted.

So after attending many field days
and trawling through collected data,
it was the Aricks Wheel Residue
Manager that came up trumps.

Although Mr Trescowthick doesn’t
attribute this year’s successful crop
entirely to his new piece of machin-
ery, he said it helped quite a lot.

“We have had ideal growing condi-
tions,” he said.

“It’s been one of the best seasons I
have seen.”

He said heavy stubble was no longer
a problem as the increased seed to soil
contact meant thickness wasn’t a 
hassle.

Mr Trescowthick was now able to
work in damp conditions as well,
which allowed him to sow in more
conditions – and for longer.

“My brother has had the same results
and we are both really happy with it.”

A wheel feat for soil health, yields
Funds help
at Holbrook
A DECISION to apply for the
the Catchment Management
Authority (CMA) Soil Health
Initiative grant was one that
paid off for Tim Trescowthick
(pictured). 

The mixed farmer from
“Roachdale,” Holbrook, and
his brother, Peter, applied for
the grant, and with its funding
was able to modify his Baldan
SD4000 single disc seeder by
putting an Aricks Wheel
Residue Manager on it.

Mr Trescowthick thought it
was a great initiative to get
people to improve the health
of their soil. 

All up the fitting cost 
$10,800, which was covered
by CMA, and they also
installed a GPS unit in the
seeder.

The machine will be on
display at a field day to be
held on April 30 at “Bellevue”,
Holbrook, along with other
machines with similar
modifications to improve
farming practice. 

“The initiative was aimed at
people wanting to improve
their farm, and we wanted to
eliminate burning and move to
minimum till, so we fit what
they were after,” Mr
Trescowthick said.

By SAM 
WHITE
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